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"TaleofGenji PictureScrolls"

@EXPLANATION
ItwasduringtheHeianPerim(AD.794-1192) thatanew

culture uniquelyJapanese en砲rg", irdeperdent ofChinese

culturewhichuntilthenhadbeendominant inJapan. Qle

exaIT叩le is the inventionofsi】叩lifiedKamsyllabariesbased

onChinesecharacters.AnotheristhebirthofYamoto-epainting,

featuringsubtlties indaily lifeamseasonal changeswith

exquisitetouches,EITnki isahappynmrriageofthispainting-

styleaJdliteratureexecut"inpicturescrolls.T1'eunparalleled

artofE,mkidevelop"inaristocracy, inwhichcourtiersof

thattinnenjoyedlifenmstlyildoors・伽eappreciatestheart

ofscrollpainting, asheunrollsthescrollwiththelefthald,

while therig,thandrollingbackthescroll・ It canbesaid

thatEmaki isanancientverionof rmtionpicture invent"by
thearistocrats.

'I1,erearenotrmnyEⅡnkiscrollsoftheHeianPeri"extant

tmay,solYErepresentativeworksbeing"ThleofGenjiPicture

Scrolls"0.ScrollsofFrolickingAnimalsaldRople""Illustrated

ScrollsofaStoryaboutBanDainagon""IllustratedScrollsd

I_ege皿s of ShigisanTemple" etc., whichareall celebrated

EImki rmsterpieces. "ScrollsofHmg'yGhostfaJd{､Scrolls

of theHell", alsoas farmusas theafore-I,Entionedscrolls,

aresaidtobelongtoeitherthelateHeianPeriodortheearly
KarrnkuraRrimthatensued.TY,eKamnkuraPerimisassociated

withnuITErous,TBsterpiecesofE'mkipicturescrolls,which

featuretheoriginsofshrinesa'dte'TPles,biograPhical stories

about farmuspriests, drannticaccountsofvariouswars, etc.

Manyof thesearestill extant today.Most fanmusaboveall

are"IllustratedSCrollsofStoriesaboutHeijiCivilWar"ard

"IllustratedScrollsofBiographicalStoriesaboutPriest lppen"
Chronological st'diesof thesepicturescrollsgraphically

reveal both thedecline of aristocracyandthenewsocial

baCkgrou,denfrgingat thebeginningof nEdiaeval tinEs. It

is impressivetonotethatEnmki, anart formcreatedbythe

aristocratsoftheHeianPerim,portraysthearistocrats'own

fall as ,mvingaccountsofhistory.
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“ScrollsofFroIickingAnimals＆People'。

@OUTLINE

Depictedat thebeginningof the filmarevarious social

backgrou'ds suchas aristocraticlifeof theHeianPerid,

birthofKanasyllabariesardYa,TBto-epainting,etc.,showing

howtheartofEITBkidevelop". "'IhleofGenjiPictureScrolls"

are theoldestextantpicturescrolls,revealingtheaesthetic

tasteoftheHeianaristocrats.

It isduringthe saI,Eperim, however, tlnt "Scrolls of

FrolickingAnilmlsaldPeople''werecreated,aworkcon叩letely

different instylewithfast-xmvingactions. 'IY'erewasalready

anappropriatebackgrouInforitsbirthbythemiddleof the

12thcentury('I1,eConmletionof"ThleofGenjiPictureScrolls､'),

whenthearistocraticrulewastreadingapassofdecline,and

thewholecountrythrownintoanuproar.Itwasaboutthistir'E

thattheDengakufolkdancebecaImextrenrlypopular inlqoto.

"IllustratedScrollsofaStoryaboutBan-Dainagon"representing

apanoramicportrayal of the strifeand fall of thenobility

incorporatedynamicardfast-,mvingactionsofther,Bsses, in

contrastto"Genji Scrolls''whichdealwiththesimilarsubject

describingthe court life frominside，q' the otlEr lE1d,

llI1lustrat"Scrollsof l_ege'ds ofShigisanTemple"arean

e"ressionofnatureamlivesof localcommnersexecuted

inafreeardeasVstyle．TY,escrolldepictshealthyaldwrm

heart"countryfolks.

"PictureScrollsillustratingtheSixRealmsofReincarnation"

incl'ding "Scrolls ofHmgryGhosts" aJd"Scrolls of the

Hells"'mybesaidtorepresenttheITEntalstateofthedeclining

aristocrats,while"IllustratedScro]1sofStoriesaboutHeiji

CivilWars"depict theactual sufferingsof thenobilitywho

inthecourseofrepeatedwarshadtheirpowergraduallytaken

awaybythewarriorclass.

"Illustrat"Scrolls ofBiographical StoriesaboutPriest

Ippen"depictco,mpnersoftheKannkuraPerimtlntbllowed

thearistocraticperim. T1,esescrollsarealsoexecutedwith

i,Trressivelywarmtouches, portrayingvariousscenesofthe

fourdifferent seasons・ I_argelyappliedtotheworkare the

teclmiques ofChinese landscapepaintingof theS皿町naSty

which is incorporated into the traditionofYamato-e. T11is

traditionwaslnrdeddowntothefollowingperimaxddevelopm

intoastyleoflargesizedpaintingsfortheTokonoITmalcoves

aIdhalls・ It isstillaliveeventmay.
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Direction,Scenario

HIotography………

Liting……………

団iting….. .….……

Narration.….…. . .．

. ..EijiMurayamaご

･･SeijiNakanmra

..ToshioKashima

YoshitoHasegawa

..rlhketoShi Naito
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