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★TheGoldenGateAward, 1966SanFrancisco
InternationalFilmFestival

★SelectedbytheMinistryofEducation

★RecommendedbyJapanFilmSociety

★AwardforEducational .andCulturalFilm,the20th
Annual JapaneseMotionPictureConcours

★TheGoldPrize, theEducationalFilmConteSt
★TheSilverAward,IXContest forCultural andDocu.

mentaryFilmonJapan
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INTRODUCTlON

S"eetso/JUPq"tracesthehistory and development
ofanunusIBl folk tradition・ The folk inqLEstion
are in theb,DadestsenseallJamnese, and the tradi-
tion isa formof 'Uf,Bshment soperishable that it
isscarcely known outside the country. On the
onehandanexaCtingaristocracydrewexquisite
creationsfromsensitiveconfectioners, andon the
otherhundredsof tradesmen catered for a busy
andhungrypopulace,whoyetenjoyedvariety of
form, flavor, andtexture.
Througha seemingly insignificant and certainly
insubstantial littlesweet, and, perhapsoneshould
add, saltandPiquant, thefilmexploresanunusual
expressionofasingularcivilization.
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1,2Makinga sweet that calls tomind yellow
springflowers.

3Autumn leaves.

4Japanesesweetsarecloselyassociatedwith tea.
5Boy'sfestival May5th.

Boyseatasweet pastewraPped in fragrant
bamb"leaves.

6Amoderncandyfactory.
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， confection Agullecoratlve

SYNOPSlS

Openingwithapresentationofsweetstypicalofspring, summer, autumn,andwinter, thefilmmoves
toJapan'sremotepastasrepresented inarchaeological findings to trace thebeginnings Qfadistinc-
tivetraditionofconfectionery. Wildfruitswereprobably theearliestdesserts, butatan early stage
ofriceculture,men learnedhowtomundcookedgrain tomakeakindof rice cake that remainsa
stapletoday.

Japan'sfirst lessons inmorerefinedpastrymakingcame fromChina in about the eighth century,
and though thephysical evidencehaslongsincebeen devoured, tradition has it that the style of
certaindeep-friedcakesstill usedasofferingsatancientshrines is essentially unchanged sincethis
time. Theformswereunusuallyattractive, and ifwemaybelievetheevidenceofnovelsof a slightly
laterperiod, suchpastriesfoundspecial favorwith thearistocracy. Later, Zenmonks introduced the
cultivationof tea fromChina, andbythethirteenthcenturytheplantwaswellestablishedinJapan.
Drinkingteawasalmostanaspectofthepracticeofmeditation, and thecustomoftaking some light
refreshmentwith teastimdlatedthesearch forsweetsthatwentwellwithtea.

Meanwhile,attheotherendoftheworld inEurope-interestingly enough asanother aspectofChin.
ese cultural influence Portugueseexplorersandmerchantswerepreparing expeditions to the East,
andeventually inthesixteenthcentury they reached the Japan thatMarcoPolo had fancifully
described inhisTra'''els. With theforeignerscameaEuropean traditionof sweets; they introduced
themethodsofmanufactureandstockedthenecessarysugarat thePortofMacao.

Outoftheminglingof these several currents of confectionery Japanese cakemakers devised the
principal formsthatpersisttoday. AKyotopalaceprovisions ledger, dating from the seventeenth
century, listsascoreofsweets, includingthethen recent importsfromtheWest. Theoldcapitalof
Kyotowas then, and inasenseremains, theconfectionerycenterofJapan,anexactingclientelecalling
forththebestinform,taste,andsuitabilitytoseasonandoccasion,whetherforcourtceremonies, theatre
parties, orgentlegatherings inquietroomsfortea・ However, inEdo, the new seventeenth century
"litical center,whichahundredyearsagobecameTokyo, cakemakers catered foramore earthy
public. FMvaluemeantmorethan fineap"arance, andcountlessvarieties of hard crackers and
cakes inasmanyflavorsmured fromhundredsofsmall manufacturers. An occasional shrine fes-
tival tQdaymaystillbringforthararemakerofedibletoysforchildren, butthisunusual andpoetic
style isnowathingofthepast. Although marvellously executedhand-madeconfections are still
prmuced, thetrend tmay istowardmechanization. OvertheyearsstrandsofChinese andwestern
influencehaveblendedwithJapanese invention toformadistinctivestyle, and evenmass-produced
sweetstoday retainatasteandqualityreminiscentof thetradition thatbroughtthemintobeing.

辱篭 鰹?湯y懲鰯蕊｡" 、F
ア

｡齢，、燕

Decorativeconfection-amapleleaf.
Apopularsweetfrompre-modernTokyo.
Asweetcakewrapped inbrine-pickledcherry leaf.
Popularcrackersdatingfrom theEdoperiod.
MasksandwindmillsatashrmefestiVal・

Children'stoys-tobeeaten.
Factory-madecandydrops,themodernversionofal6thcenturyimportfromEurope
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PLANNEDBYEITAROCONFECTIONERY

Girls，doll festival-March3rd

Plamdby
EitaroCo㎡ectionery

Producedby
SakuraMotionPictureCo.,Ltd.

CulturalDocumentaryFilms

SakuraMotionPictureCo.,Ltd.

*TheHighestPrize, theCulturalDocumentaryFilm
Contest．

*TheAsahiShimbunPrize.

,℃hildren'BSonggofJapan'' (Incolor,3reels)

PlannedbyTheMinistryofForeignAffairs
Version(English,French,German,Spanish)
*Firstprize,RomaRadioTVContest, Childrer,'sDe.

partInent.

*Firstprize,Argentine, the2ndlnternationalChildren's
FilmFestival，DepartmentofShorts.

*Thirdprize,Mexico, the3rdlnternationalShortFilm
Festival.

*JeanBenoit.Levyprize,Spain, the5thCidalc lntema.
tionalFilmFestival,

Staff
Pr"ucers･…･･･・

EijiMurayama
MichiyEIiTakaJima

ScEnario･････…．

、'Handicrang-Beauty⑥fJapan,,（IncoIor, 2reels）

PlannedbyJapanExtemalTradeOrganization
Version（English，French，Russia､）
＊GoldMercuryPrize,VeniceFilmFestival.
*TourismFilmContestPrize.
＊PrizeforexceIlence，ContestforCulturalDocumentary

FilmonJapan.
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喝ecret intheHnve，，（Incolor, 3reels）
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←Version（English，Japanese） ,
*TheHighestPrize, the4thScience andTechnoIogy

FilmFestival.

*TheBronzeMedal,VeniceFilmFestival, Italy.
＊TheBronzeBucramum，the8th lnternationaI Educa,

tionalandScientificFiImFestiva1，Padova，Italy.

*SpecialAward, the6thVancouver lnternationaI Film
Festival. .

,,EdumtioninJapan,，（Incolor, 2reels）

PIannedbyTheMinistryofForeignAffaiTs
Ve鱈ion（English,French,Spanish，German）

、QLi▼ingArtsofJapan，’（IncoIor,3reels）

P1annedbyTheMinistr･yofForeignAffaiIs

Version（EngIish，French，Spanish，German,Portuguese）

*TheHighestPrizein7thContest forcultulal Docu-
mentaryFilmsonJapan.

。‘IndugtrialJapanToday，,（IncoIor,4reels）

PlannedbyJaPanExternalTradeOrganization
Version（English,Spanish，Russia､）
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