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Yizen kimono artist Futatsuka Osao was recognized in 2010 as the Holder of
an Important Intangible Cultural Property, a title more popularly known as

“Living National Treasure.” In yizen, resist-dyed lines called izome are used
to mark color boundaries and fill in details. Futatsuka, however, has taken
the technique beyond its traditional confines, painstakingly drawing the rice

resist on the fabric one line at a time so that whole patterns rise up white after Yﬂzen
dyeing. Futatsuka’s dynamic izome lines combine with his pictorial artistry to

yield richly varied expressions. We follow the master as he seeks to create new The Textile Art of
beauty while upholding the traditional skills of his art. Futatsuka Osao
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