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Japanesebambooworkappliesweavingandothertechniques,

whileputtingthebeautyofsimplematerialsonfUlldisplay,by

employingaplentifillrangeofbamboosimbuedwithgreat

strengthandflexibihty.Thishlmdocumentstheentire

processthatKatsushiroSoho,aholderofimportantintangible

culturalpropertyfbrbamboowork,usestocreatehis

''YtMsI"､qgj-"o-加凡α(atranquilflower)''basket,whichwas

inspiredbyfamiliarnaturalsurroundings.
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◆KATSUSHIROSoho

Realname:KatsushiroIchiji

KatsuhiroSohowasborninTochigiPrefbctureinthevillageofTakabayashi(inthe
present-daycityofNasushiobara).Hisfathertaughthimhowtoworkbamboohoma
youngage.Whenhegrewup,KatsushiroapprenticedunderbambooworkerKikuchi
Yoshiiandalsoreceivedinstructionontechniquesandexpressionhombambooartists

suchasYagisawaKeizoandSaitoBunseki.FormanyyearssinceKatsushirohas
studieddiligently, learmngadiversearrayofbambooarttechniqueswhileemploying
hisuniqueexpressiveabilitiestoproduceworkswithwide-rangingnaturethemes.His
pieceshavebeenshownattheJapanTramtionalArtCraasExhibitionanddrawn
criticalacclaim.

1934-BorninTochigiPretcture.
1968-Selectedtodisplayworkatthel5thJapanTraditionalArtCraasExhibition.
1972-BecameamemberoftheJapanArtCraHsAssociation(nowapubliccorporation)
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1983-ReceivedtheTokyoGovernorPrizeatthe30thJapanTraditionalArtCraftsExhibitionfbrhisbasketmK@"M(mountainstream).''
1997-ReceivedtheNHKChairmanPrizeatthe44thJapanTraditionalArtCraftsExhibitionfbrhisbasket'ISese7､agZ(murmurofabrook).''

1998-ReceivedthePurpleRibbonMedal.

2005-Recognizedasaholderofimportantintangibleculturalpropertyfbrbamboowork(individualrecognition).

■Importantintangibleculturalproperty
"Bamboowork"

■Materialpreparation

Bambooarttechniquesaredivided

intotwogroups: ''hen,somono"shaped

byweavingandassemblinghnely

splitpiecesofbamboo,and

I9ma7皿ahe-mono''usingbambooinits

originalcylindricalfbrm.Bambooart

producescreationsbyusingthe

beautyofthematerials'simplicityand

thebamboo'scharacteristicallygreat

strengthandnexibility

Therearetwotypesofbamboo

sphts:radialandtangential.For

thispiece,Katsushirousesstrips
with700radialand360

tangentialsplits,aswellas

manyothers.
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■Selectingbamboo(Japanesetimberbamboo) ■Makingbamboostrips
Sincelongago,fmebamboohasbeen
mmdaroundthecitvofOtawaraln

TbchigiPretcture.Bambooischopped
downinlateautumn,whenitstops

grow1ng．

Usingablade,hemakesradial

bamboosplits0.4mmthick・He

permrmsextremelydelicate
handwork,fUllyncusedonthe

blade'sedge.
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■Weavingthebasket■Removingthebamboowsoil

璽
Katsushirotiesbundles,each

containing36radialstripswith

nodes,gatheringthenodesin
themiddle・Thesenodeshrm

thestamensofthe9'ranquil
Hower.,,Hestackstwo丹ndthree

layerseachhrthepetals,

bringingthenowertolim.

Katsushiroplacesthebambooin
boilmgwatertowhichhehasadded

causticsoda,thusremovingthe

bambooIsoil.Doingthisandthen

dryingthebamboowillmakeitlasta

longtime.

■Twining■Designconcept
君

J上 Theartistplansanewworkthatwill

''expressanimpressioninspiredby
nature,''withanancientlotusthat

bloomedinhisgardenhrthehrst
tlmeeverasthemotifThethemelsa

''tranquilnower.，,Katsushiroworks

outadesigntosomehOwcreatea

basketthatexpressesthisthroughthe
mediumofbamboo．

Wrtically,horizontallyIhecloses
thegapsbetweentheidentical

bamboostrips.The""IoFatobj

techniqueweavespairsof

bamboostripsatatime,but
occasionallyKatsushiroweaves

hveorsixtochangethepattern.
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■Waveplaiting ■Shapingthebasket

Thistechniqueweavesthree

horizontaltangentialstripswith

nodesintotheverticalstrips.

Thepartswithnodesare

diffculttoweaveandcansnap
easilyibutKatsushirousesthe

bamboowithnodesanyway.

ThebaSketissonanersoaking

mhotwater.KRtR''shirocaremuy
givesititshnalhrm:the

contours,theheight.巳LP
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■Weavingatwo-layerbasket ■S"”-1"､us賊

Heremovesthebaskethomhis

worktable,turnsitoverand

weavesthewaveplaiting.

Katsushirogivesthednedbasket

alacquerhnishcalled

脚sI"･j-I"･IJshj,"whichheappliesto

drawoutthebamboo'sbeauty.
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"YtzsI"､agj-"o-/Zα"α
basket

(atranquilnower)'!■Adjustingthefbot
K月tRuhirodecidesontheoverall

shape,addsabamboorimand
amuststhemot.
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■Clematisplaiting
Katsushirocanshistechniqueof
weavingbundledstrips"se",sﾉl必αmi.'!Hehnishesupthemotwith

clematisplaiting,namedhrits
resemblancetotheclemat1s
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■Dyeing
Katsushirodyesthewoven
basket,hrwhichheused

difrentbamboostripsto

weave.Thestrips'colorvaries

slightly,butthisdyewillmake
themumhrm．

Followingthenower'slines,theweave
soonoverlapsinlabyrinthinefashion.
Thecenterofanowerisbrilliantlv

咳

depictedbytheblacknodes.The
tranqunflowerhasblossomed.
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Lighting:YAMADAKazuo
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AssistantDirector:KIMURAMasahiko

AssistantProducer:HASHIMOTOJun

Narration:PetervonGomm

FUKUDAMasaru

Music:YAMAZAKIShigeyuki(Soundplan)

TitleCalligraphy:KATSUSHIROSoho

TitleDesign:TSURUOKAAkiiku

Editing:KOCHIToshiyuki

FilmEquipment:NACImageTechnologylnc.

SoundEditing:KADOKURAToruPlannedby:AgencyfbrCulturalAffairs

Producedby:MainichiProductions (TokyoTVCenter)

FilmDevelopment:YOKOCINED､1.A.


