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,｣ag- ●Planning〃

K〃α〃isahard,stiff､material;moreimPortantly,ithasabeautifi,lgrain.
Tocreateakurimonopiece,theartistmustplancarefl,llysoastomake
e缶cientuseofthePieceofwood.Sohemustfirsthavcasolididcaof

whathcwantstomake.MuraVamacnvisionsthefbrmofaHower.
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’●Drawingguidelines芦

Murayamadividestheworkradiallyintosixteenthsandcreatesapaper
Pattcrnbasedononeofthesections.HcwillmakeaPlatter,mOdelcd
aftcraHowerwitheightpetals.Thethickncssofthelip,thesides,andthe
widthofthebottomarealldrawnonusingthePattern.
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GRoughcarving
Hcstartswithahammerandgouge.MurayamaalrcadyholdsaPictureof
thecomPlctedPieceinhismind'seye.Heexplains:"Ifyoustartchanging
thingsasyougo,youcanendupwithquitcastrangcbird."
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I●ShaPingthebottomandcreatingthefacedesign

Hcshapesthebottomwithasmallroundcarpenter'splaneandcarvcs
theplattertoaunifbrmdePthusingaParingchisel.Againusingthe
PaPerPattem,hedrawslinesonthefaceindicatingthePoSitionofthe
ridges.Hedividesthe&ccintocightequalsections, thenfinishesthe
linesffechand.

eCarvingthedesign●

MurayamaworksthecurvcsofthebowlfaceintotheridgclinesalOng
thesides.Thelipisshapedwithasmallblade.Thetipofatrowelchiselis
usedtomakedeep,narrowcuts.

eCarvingtheback●

HcslightlyaltersthcaimofhiShammer,strikingthechisclindifftrent
places.Thisallowshimtocontrolthctipoftheblade.Apicceshould
appealtothesenscoftouch.Whenmakingathingthatpeoplewilluse,
mechanicalprecisionistrumpedbyqualitiesthatcanbcscenwiththe
eyesandfbltwiththe6ngers.一



eShapingthesidesandthelip

Thispiece isbascdonatraditionalHowerdesign, cmbellishcdwith

Murayama'ssignatureridgelines・Thcfaccwillslopcuptocndatthelip.

Theridgelincsdivergeastheymovetowardtheupperedge, the line
whereinsidcmcctsoutside.

● APPlicationofrawlacquer

l)"-"γ"j",orrawlacquer, isfirstbrushedovcrtheentiresurface.2)
Ncxt,usingspatulasmadcofcyprcss, thelacqucr isworkedintothe
grain3)T1,epieceisleltovernightinadryingchamberwhichhasbccn
dampcncdwithwater.Atthcpropertemperaturcandhumidity, thc
lacquerwillundcrgoachemicalchangcandharden.

瞥嚇 eW7et-sandingandfillingwithS""-"γ"s〃
戸
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一 Murayamawet-sandsthePieccusingscvcralgradesofwater-resistant
sandpaper,fiFomcoarsetocxtrafinc.HcpreparesatyPcofPrimercalled
皿〃"γ"Jﾙ/.Rawlacquerismixedwith"""f",aspecialpowderthatis

actuallypulvcrizedwhctstonc.nnePrimerfillstinygaPs inthewood
graln･
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eWret-sanding
Ncxt comesmorewet-sanding, withmediumgrade sandpaper.
Murayamaworkspaticntlyontheridgelinestosmoothoutthecurvcs.
Theonce-sharpridgeshavebecnsoftencd,andthelinestakeonalovely,
warmquality.
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●恥"="7Z"ﾙメ

Murayamabrushesonrawlacqucr,thcnrubsitwithcottoncloth.Afterthepicce
driesfbrabouthalfaday, itiswet-sandcdwithextra6nesandpaper.Ncxt,after
abouttwohours,anothercoatofrawlacqucrbrushedon.Murayamarubsitwith
cloth,thenputsthepieceinthedryingchambcrfbrhalfaday.Thcn,afterthepiccc
ispolishedusingcharcoalpowder,Murayamaapplicsanothercoatoflacqucrand
rubsitwithcloth.ThisProccssisrepeatedfbrtwoadditionalcoats.

一

●The6nishedpiccc
Titlc: "K〃"ﾙ/_β,"-"γ",ﾙ/""た〃〃20"-"(keyakiplatterwithHower

Patternandrubbcdlacquerfinish)".
Throughhismastcryoftraditionaltcchniques,Murayamahasgiventhis
ancientJapanesekeyakitrecanewlilt.

一●
r

y

〔



｜

､一一

会V 1

『到

汀
壷

」
を ｡

Q"
垂、9

一

1. F 』 i

p F

b
ョ 』

『← ＝‘ 寺P

■■■■■■■■■■

重言司
〆

戸

誘 ､職I伽 司尹4 口

映一 ゞ子

4

山b
且▲ ､上

屯

」
Q

F 『曜今 7

MuraVamaAkira

1944

19“

1970

BorninAmagasakiCity,HyogoPrefbcture.
AftergraduatingfiomKyotoCityUniverSityofArts,MurayamastudiedunderKurodaTatsuaki.
Murayama's"雄γα"ん"-"γ"sﾙﾒﾚ""ﾙ'(keyakistationeryboxwithrubbedlacquer6nish)''wontheAsahi
ShimbunPrizeatthel7thJapanTraditionalArtCraftsExhibition.
Hi;(Keyakifinki-urushiban(woodentray)"wasacquiredbytheVictoriaandAlbertMuseuminLondonfbr
itscollCction.

MurayamaAkirawasrecognizedasaHolderofanImportantIntangibleCulturalProperty(Woodwork),
alsoknownasaLivingNationalTreasure.
ReceivedtheMcdalwithPurpleRibbon(fifomtheGov'tofJaPan).

1

1989

2003

& 2005

"Trees can liveway longcr than
humans. 'Iheymaybe400,500years
old. 'Ihenhumanscomealongand
justcutthemdown.Formoney,or
becausethevstandinthewavofa

● ・

road.Butifweconsiderthattrcesarc

livingthings, Ifbeltheyshouldbe
trcatcdwiththeProPcrresPect.
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