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TaguchiToshichika

1940 BorninBunkyoCity, ~Ibkyo

1959 GraduatesfromtheMetalCraftDepartment,1bkyoMetropolitan
KogeiHighSchool
Beginsapprenticeshipunderfather~IaguchiTSunematsu

1972Work first selected to thel9th JapanTraditionalArt
CraftsExhibition

1978 BecomesOfficialMemberoftheJapanArtCraftsAssociation

1984 ReceivesPresidentofJapanArtCraftsAssociationPrize,
31stJapanTraditionalArtCraftsExhibition
Work:IHammeredOboroginFacetedBowI"

1996 ReceivesEncouragementAward,JapanArtCra廿sAssociation
Prize,43rdJapanTraditionalArtCra廿sExhibition
Work!:OboroginRectangularWaterJar"

2006 RecognizedastheHolderofthelmportant lntangibleCultural
Property,MetalHammering
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◆Prologue:HistoryoftheArtofTankin

Tankinistheartofshapingmetalthroughhammering. Its
historydatesfromthe4thcentury,andbeautifulincense
burnersofhammeredbrasswereshapedinthe7thcentury.

⑰

可

阜呼

■宝喚尾形梢香炉
P

『ザ．
、

◆TankinArtistTaguchiToshichika

I ，滝遇 MetalartistTaguchiToshichika,thelmportantlntangible
CulturalPropertyHolderforMetalHammering,usesthe
Japanesealloycalledshibuichioroborogintocreatehisown
uniqueworldinmetal.
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◆M7orkC6HanuneredOboroginFacetedBowl''

Taguchi'srepresentativework"HammeredOborogin
FacetedBowl"ismadewiththetechniqueofhammeringby
usingthealloyshibuichi,whichbrimswithadigni6edand
austeresilvercolor.
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◆AlloyShibuichi(Oborogin)

Thealloyshibuichiisalsocalledoborogin,andismadeusing
theratioof3/4thscoppertol/4thsilver.Asafurther
ingredient, 1percentgoldisadded,andthenthemetalis
compressed.
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◆CuttingSheetMetal
ツ

Fromasheetofmetal,theamountofmaterialneededfbrthe
workiscutout.Fromashibuichisheetcompressedtoa
thicknessof3mm,themetaliscutcircularlytoadiameterof
30cm.
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◆HeatingMetal

Metalmustfirstbeheatedandmademalleablebefore

hammering・Asshibuichi isextremelyrigid, itmustbe
heatedrepeatedlyduringthehammeringprocess.
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◆Hamnnering-ShapingintoVesselFornn

cGUchi-age'' isthehammeringofametalsheetintovesselform.
Usinganobe-tsuchimetalhammer,ametalsheetishammered
perpendicularlyandisstretched・Shibuichiundergoesa"resisting
phase､"wherethemetalresistsfbrmationandiseasilywarped.
Byrepeatingthehammeringprocessnumeroustimes,avessel
fbrmisshaped.
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、◆HanlIneringtheOuterSide
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Usingastraightanvilcalleda"buttate,"theoutersideofthework
ishammered. ItisoftensaidthatTankinismadethroughposture,
andfOrthisreason,one'spostureduringhammeringisimportant.
Taguchi'sposturewhilehammeringalwaysl･emainsthesame.
Thenatsideofthevessel'sbaseisplaceduponaHat-headedanvil,
andishammered.
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◆Pickling

Inbetweentheprocessesofhammeringandheating,
picklingisperfOrmed.DippingindilutedsulfUricacid,the
blackenedsurfacelaVerisremovedinordertoaccentuate

‐

thehammermarks.
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◆ChangingAnvilsDuringIndividualProcesses
皇

Asthewellofaworkbecomesdeeper, itismoredifficultto
hammer.Atthispoint,Taguchichangeshisanviltoone
shapedintheJapanesecharacter"he.''
Whendetel･miningtheformofthevessel､Taguchiusesa
woodenmalletthatwon'tstretchthemetal.
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◆AddingEdges
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Edgesarehammered.Atthistime,theartistusesananvil
thathehadinvented.Edgesaremadediagonallytomatch
eachcorner.

Taguchibelievesthislinegoeswellwithshibuichi.
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◆ProcessofPoliShing
一
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Pickledafterthefinalheatingprocess,aworkentersthepolishing
stage. Inlightoftherigidnessofshibuichi,ahardceramic
whetstoneisused,turningthemetalcolorfromwhitetoared
basecolor.

Next,polishingcharcoal iscarefullyappliedtoprevent
unevennessincOlor.
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◆AdjustingtheRims-FilingandKisage
一

Aroughfileissoftlyappliedtoavessel'srimstocreate

balance.Itsthicknessremainsthesame,instillingstabilityin

form.Asharptoolcalleda"kisage"isthenusedtosmooth
awavtherims.
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◆PolishingtheInnerM7ellwith,ﾍ7hetstone

Theinsideissmoothlypolishedlikeamirrorusinga
whetstone.Tocreatecontrastfromtheoutersurface,thewell
ispolishedmeticulously・Spendingmorethanaweek'stime、

polishingcharcoalis6rstapplied,andthen6nishedwith
fine-grainedSurugacharcoal.
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◆PreparationsfbrColorFinishing

Colorfinishingisappliedbyplacingwithinaheatedmixture
ofliquidcopperrustandcoppersulfate.Thisprocessisdone
quicklytopreventcolordistortions,andthecolorbeginsto
emerge.
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◆Completionof66HammeredOboroginSquareBowl''

」
Thecompletedwork"HammeredOboroginSquareBowl.''
Theworkshimmersinaglowthatisneithersilvernorblack,
butisthedistinctiveandidealhueofTaguchiToshichika's
shibuichi.
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TheouteI･surfaceisroughenedusingemerypowder・Thenit

isroughenedwithbrassparticles､Next,theworkiswashed

withgratedradishjuicetopreventcolordistortions．

◆PrOcessofColOrFinishing
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