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A man with a passion for mountain walks who draws inspiration from the bounty of
nature. Many of his works look as if they could have grown on trees. For his
contributions to the art of zankin, metalwork artist Tamagawa Norio was recognized as
a Holder of an Important Intangible Cultural Property in 2010.
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The first step is to make a laminated billet. He cuts 8-centimeter squares from metal

sheets which are about two millimeters thick. Tamagawa will use copper, silver, and

shakuds, a copper-gold alloy.
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Tamagawa straightens the sheets between two perfectly flat surface-plates. Each sheet

will then be ground and polished for two hours. The bamboo handles— Tamagawa's

own innovation—make the work a bit easier.
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The laminae will be joined by fusion bonding. High temperature and pressure will be
applied to bond the sheets of dissimilar metals together. Fusion bonding produces a

billet that can take the relentless hammering of the shaping process without coming
apart.
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The hot billet is then pounded flat into a sheet using a machine called a spring

hammer. The old #suiki artisans would hammer metal billets into flat sheets, which
would then be shaped into copperware. Tamagawa takes great pleasure in this process.
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He bores into it using a drill press, applying just the right amount of strength to reach
the desired depth.
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After thorough annealing, Tamagawa reaches for a hammer with a head measuring

some 20 centimeters long and weighing a good three kilograms. He works the metal

with a conviction that speaks to his background as a #suiki artisan.
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Sharp ridges form along the lines he has drawn. Tamagawa feels that the fluting

imparts a sort of 3-D effect to the mokume-gane patterning.
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With meticulous care, he sees that no spots are missed. This is to ensure uniformity of

color when the piece is finished.
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Tamagawa puts the piece in a bath of copper sulfate and verdigris, which has been

heated to 40 degrees.
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"Mokume-gane flower vase". It exhibits an exceptional symmetry; a solidity in its form.

The completion of a new piece gives Tamagawa cause for reflection.
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The art of Tamagawa Norio has earned him international renown, and

constitutes a legacy to be treasured by future generations. For now, he pushes

ahead, on the path that will lead him to greater heights.
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