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Chokin(metalchasing)isametalworkingcrafttechniquewheretoolssuchaschiselsandpunchesareused
toengraveandchaseabasemetalinordertofOrmanddecorateit.ThetechniquewasbroughtovertoJapan
frommainlandChinaduringtheYayoiPeriod,anddevelopedgreatlyasaformativetechniqueusedfor
swordfittingsandBuddhistaltararticles・DuetotheSwordAbolishmentEdictinthelatel9thcentury,the
techniquesarenowpassedonthroughthecreationofornamentsandsmallaccessories.
KatsuraMorihitowasrecognizedbytheJapanesegovernmentasaHolderofthelmportantlntangible
CulturalPropertytechniqueofmetalchasingin2oo8.Usingtraditionalmetalchasingtechniques,heexcels
atcreatingsmallornaments.Thisfilmdocumentsthecreativeprocessesbehindthemakingoftheobi
ornamenttitled"Black-SpottedPondFrog,"andcapturesoncameratheinitialsketchingprocessandthe
demonstrationofRepouss6techniquesusingvarioustools,alongwithdifferentstylesofinlayingand
coloringmetal.
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KatsuraMorihito

■

BorninBunkyoCity,Tbkyo

BeginsapprenticeshipunderfatherKatsuraMoriyuki

GraduatesfromtheMusashinoJuniorCollegeofAr

andDesign

BecomesOfficialMemberoftheJapanCra廿sAssociation
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1975

1995＄ ReceivesCommissioner'sPrize, theAgencyforCulturalAffairs,
25thTraditionalArtCraftsJapaneseMetalworkExhibition
Work"CherryOmameni''
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''1 1998ReceivesTbkyoGovernor'sPrize,45thJapanTraditionalArt
Cra廿sExhibition

Work"RepousselncenseBurnerSh/n-kan(QuietForest)''
2008Designatedlmportant lntangibleCulturalPropertyHolderfor

MetalChasing
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灘 ◆ChokinArtistKatsuraMorihito

KatsuraMorihitowasrecognizedasaHolderofthe
ImportantlntangibleCulturalPropertyofchokin(metal
chasing)in2oo8,alsoknownasaLivingNationalTreasure.
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◆RepresentativeIMork66Repouss6Incense
BurnerShin-ka亜(QuietForest)"

Katsura'swork"QuietForest."Usingvariouschasing
techniques,depictedhereinisaquietforestscene.Thelid
handleisahornedowl,madefromasinglesheetofmetal
whenturnedover.ItisfbrmedusingtheRepouss6technique
ofTakanikuUchidashi.戸

画
‐
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◆SketchingandClayModeling
釜

Aclaymodelismadefromadrawing.Katsurawillcreatean
obiornamentusingtheTakanikuUchidashitechnique・The

6nalshapeandsizeoftheworkisdeterminedatthispoint.苗
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◆Material-UsingannetalsheetofShibuichi

ThemetalusedisShibuichi.Usingl/4thsilverand3/4ths
copperalongwithatouchofgold,Shibuichiisanalloy
uniquetoJapan.Difficulttomanipulate,ithasbeenfavored
asametalchasingmaterialsincetheEdoPeriodbecauseof
itsdistinctcolor.
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◆Chasing(Uchidashi)

Theearlystagesofchasing.Awoodenpunchisidealfor
rough-punching,andwillnotchangethemetal'sthickness.
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◆ContOurPunChing(NikudOri)

/' Punchingalongthecurvesofthefrog'scontouriscalled
Nikudori.Frombottomtotop,theworkispunchedsoasto
pushittoitscenterandthickenthesheetofmetal.
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◆ChasingandDetailing(Koshiyose)
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Chasing.Thisprocessiscontinueduntiltheworkreachesa

certainheight.Thehipsandeyesofthefrogsarebrought
higher,whilethelegsaresunk.Katsuracontinuestoadd

detail,frequentlychanginghischasingtoolasneeded.
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◆IntroducingChasingTooIsｊ
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Byusingvariouschasingtools,Katsuraisabletocreate

intricatedetailsuponthefrogwhile6ne-tuningitssurface.

Therearevariousshapesandnamestothesetools,suchasa

deerantlerpunch, agroove-formingpunch,anda

fbrm-makingpunch.
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◆HistoryofChokinTechniques

鐸拳:"t"=_!
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Chokindevelopedasacreativetechniqueforsamuraisword
fittings.
Intheearlyl6th century,GotoYujode6nedsamuraiヅ ジ"

aestheticswithhisblackshakudoandgoldmetalwork.
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◆BodyRaising(Nikuzuke)
弓

Usingaspecialpunchtoformgrooves, theboundal･ies
betweenthefrogandthemetal'sedgesaresqueezed.By醒

ミ、

raisingitsbody,afurtherdimensionisaddedtothework.
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◆Separation(Koshikiri)
了

Aftergivingdepthtothefrogbycreatingraisedandlowered
partsandcomplexshapestoitsbody,thetimehascometo
separatetheworkfi･omitsmetalsheet.

Thefrogspringstolifefromasinglesheetofmetal.The
halfLwaypointinthecreativeprocesshasfinallyarrived.
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◆CleaningwithFileandScraper
■■

Aroughfileisappliedtothebody.Bycheckingthethicknessof
themetalfi･omitsback,hemakessurenottocuttoodeeply.

Thefinishisdonewithascraper,andthesurfaceissmoothed.
"Cleaning''referstotheprocessofremovingthetoolmarkson
thelimbsandbackofthework.
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◆InlayingProcess(1)EngravingMotifSintheFrog

Usingapermanentmarker,motifSaredrawnonthefrog.
Indentationsaremadealongthedrawingswithachisel,and
metalblanksareplacedintheseindentations.Thisisthenat
inlaytechnique.
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◆InlayingProcess(2)DoubleInlay

Afterflat-inlayingshakudoonitsback,goldisfurther
Hat-inlaidontop.Inlayingontopofanexistinglayerofinlay
iscalledthedouble-inlaytechnique.
Chiselingisperfbrmedwhilealwaysbeingkeenlyawareofits
thicknesssoasnottocutthroughtoitsshibuichibase.
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◆CharcoalPolishing

Usingatypeofpolishingcharcoalcalledmagnoliacharcoal,
thefilemarksareremoved.

Paulowniacharcoal,softerandmorere6nedthanmagnolia
charcoal、isusedtopolishawaytheremnantsofthe
magnoliacharcoal.
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◆ColorFinishing言、
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Thework'ssurfaceiswashedusinggratedJapanesewhite
radishjuice,thenusingcopperrustandcoppersulfatewith
hotwater,thesurfaceisoxidized.Bychemicalreactions,the
beautifulcolorofthemetalisachieved.
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◆Completionof6BI(Ick-SpottedPondF1.09''ObiOrnament

BeholdKatsuraMorihito's･$Black-SpottedPondFrog''Obi
Ornament,bornfromthetraditionalJapanesetechniqueofmetal
chasing.
Theallureofshibuichi: itsaustere,dignifiedandelegantcolor.
Thecolorsofthegold,silverandshakudoinlaysarefurther
heightenedbyitsbeauty.
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