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Thisfilmdiligentlydocumentseverystepintheinventiveandlabor-intensivecreatiOn
ofametalvaseentitled@cFromtheEarth,FromtheHeavens.''InProducingthi6work

artistOzawaKouminmakesuseof bothtraditionalfiredmoldthemetalcastingofart,

castingtechnologyandhisownunique樫"〃"〃metalinserttechniqueinacomplicatCd

two-stepcastingProcess. Inthis"'""technique,OzawaPlacesmetalrodsandnails
’dintowhichhethenintroducesmoltenmetal.Themetalrodsandnails

anddotsthatfloattothesurfaceofthefinishedpiece,producingorna-

inafiredmoldintowhichhethenintroducesmolten

becomelines

mentaldesignsthataretrulyuniquetotheartist.

TheArtist
OzawaKouminwasborninTakaokaCity,ToyamaPrefbctureinll41・After

graduatingftomtheToyamaPreftcturalVocationalTrainingCenter'sBronzeDivision
inl958,hecontinuedhisstudiesinTakaoka,masteringtraditionalcastingmethods
andexploringawiderangeoftechnicalexpressionusing6redmoldcastingtechniques.
Inrecognitionofhistechnicalprowessandartistry,Ozawahasreceivedseveral
prestigiousawardsfifomtheJapanTraditionalArtCraftsExhibition.In2005,OzaWa
wasoHiciallyrecognizedbytheJapanesegovernmentasa"Holderofthelmportant
IntangibleCulturalProPerty,MetalCasting.”
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MakmgtheOuterⅣ血ld
OzawahaSbeguntheworkof
makinganoutermold･Heapphesa
mixturcofclayandriceStraw.The
strawwillbumwhenthemoldis

fired, leavingopeningsthrough
whichgasescanescapeduringthe
castlng

Prologue
CastingamstOzawaKouminuses
metalsofvariouscolorstoexpress

L

nature'spowerandbeautv・Here,

theblackbronzebackground
representstheearth,theredcopper
linesarcthesun'sraysandthe
whitestainlesssteelismoonlight.
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’
OzawaKoumin,
CastingArtist
Whenmoltenmetal ispourcdinto
amold,thisiscalled"casting.''For
contribudngtothepreservationof
thiScraft,Ozawawasrecognhedby
theJapanesegovernmentasa
"Holderofthelmpormntlntangblc
CulmralPropcrties.''

Preparingthelnserts
OzawasecurescoPPerandstainless
steelrodstotheoutermoldusing
stainlesssteelnails・Theywill
becomeengulfedmmoltenbronze
atthetimeofcasdng,andreappear
asapatternonthesurfaceofthe
6nishedpiece.

MakingtheCOre
Aftermakingandfiringthecorc,
OzawausesasmallsPatulatoshape
therunnersthroughwhichthe
moltenmetalwiUPassatthetime
ofcasling.

MetalCastinginTakaoka
Metalcastinghasf]ourishedhere
sincethel7thcenmryIntheMeiji
period,worksproducedherewere
highlypraisedbothinjaPanand
abroad.Evennow, traditional
castingmethodsarcPasscddown
tothenextgeneration.

FiredMoldCasting
Infircdmoldcasting,Priorto
casting,thcmoldisfbrmedaround
apatternandthenfiredatnearly
900degreesCelsius.Moldsare
assembled,enabhngtheartistto
castcomplexshapes.

日T訂

等

浄

標士

ら 亜錨』r
』

］
』

jy

E 些践ﾖ雷

｜：：…’ 9『 ＝葦

PreParingtOCaSt
Havingfiredtheoutermoldand
core,itistimetojomthemtogethet
Thespacebetweenthemwill
determinethethicknessofthe

finishedpiece.
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DesigningthePiece
Ozawapreparestomakeavase
endded@<FromtheEarth,Fromthe
HeavenM'Thisishisfirstattempt
atmakingfUlluseoftraditional
firedmoldcastingandhisown
unlque zg〃ﾉｰ〃〃zmetal insert
teChmquC.

nneFirstCasting
Immediatelyafterfiringthemold,
bronzelsmeltedinacruciblc・

IdentifW1gthetighttcmPeramrcas
themoldcools,Ozawapoursthe
moltenbronzeintothemold．
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PreparingtoMakeaMold
Avarietyofmaterialsareused
whenmakingamold.Themain
comPoncntisthefinelyground
powder丘omoldmolds.Inthiswav
匹 創

oldmoldsarerecycledrepeatedly

RemovingtheMold
Aftcrthemoldhascoolcdandafter

itisdismantled, therunnersare
removedandthesesixcastbronze

Picccsareallthatrcmain.Ozawa's
efforts thusfarhavebeento

pmducethesebronzcpicccs.
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TheSecondCaSting
ThebronzepiecesarcExedmplace
inanoutermoldnewlymadefbr
thesecondcasting.Thiscasting,
withbrass,willresultmthecreation
ofavasemwhichtheblackofthe

bronzeandvellowofthebrass
J

contrastwithanother．
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IheFinishingTbuches
Followingthesecondcasting,
OzawascrapeSamillimeterofmetal
fromthesurfaccwithametal filc、

Hethenpohshesthesurfacewith
sandPaperuntilitisassmoothas
glass,exposmgthemetalmserts.

Coloring
Afterdiscussinghisimageofthe
Enishedpieceingreatdetailwitha
coloringspecialist, thepieceis
bathedinacoloringsolution. It
changescoloriustasOzawahad
hopeditwould.
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I Epilogue
Afterfburmonthsofwork, @(From
theEarth,fromtheHeavenJis
completc,OzawahaSenteredanew
worldwiththisfUsionof杜aditional

firedmoldcastmgandhisown
･ 凸 ？ ●

orlgmal Zg"γ""zz lnsertcastmg
techmquc.
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