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The traditional Japanese lacquer called ‘urushi’ is used to coat items made from wood, fabric or ‘washi’ paper to create
strong, durable dishes and decorative items. The technique for 'urushinuri,' or lacquer-coating, is known as 'kyushitsu'

Mr. Mashiki Masumura is a distinguished ‘kyushitsu’ artisan. Renowned for the grace and beauty of his forms, he is
recognized as a preserver of Japan’s important intangible ¢ultural heritage—a distinction often referred to as a Living
National Treasure. This film follows Mr. Masumura through the many stages of planning and crafting a work entitled
‘Kanshitsu-Shu-Rinkaban,” or “Cinnabar Dry-Lacquer Flower-Shaped Bowl.” It reveals a creative process spanning
approximately six months, and offers lacquer art professionals and others valuable insight into traditional techniques, along
with a sense of the accumulated history, expertise and spirit of those who came before.




.. Prologue

‘Urushi’ is traditional Japanese lacquer. It is used in combination with materials
such as wood, fabric and paper to create lightweight items of exceptional strength

. and beauty.

Mr. Mashiki Masumura.

This outstanding artisan is a Living National Treasure in the ‘kyushitsu’ style of

lacquerware making, respected and recognized for his true mastery of the form.

Creating a Prototype

The first stage in crafting a dry lacquer piece is to form a prototype for the dish out
of clay. This process allows Mr. Masumura to fully perfect the shape and lines of

the piece that he envisions.

Making a Mold

He sprinkles plaster mixed with water onto the clay to form a mold.
Once it has hardened, he uses a piece of metal to smooth and finish shaping the
mold. At this stage, he can begin to see what the inside of the ‘moriki,” or

. decorative dish, will look like when it’s finally completed.

Casting a Positive Die

From this mold, he then casts a plaster die, upon which he will begin to create the

actual dish.
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