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gikimonoYnzenh6mon

"IsOkasane-urokokamon"

Ynzenisamethodofdyeinginwhichdyeresistsareusedtocreateelaboratepictorialdesigns.Ynzentookoffinpopularity
afterthetechniqueswereusedtoproduceEOSOCiCwithdesignssimilartothosebeingcreatedbyMIYAZAKIYnzen,whowas
apopularfandesignerinKyotoduringtheEdoperiod.Themethodsfbrthisstyleofhand-drawnynzenhadbeenperfectedby
themiddleEdoperiod.Today,thesemethodsarebeingkeptaliveinKyoto,Kanazawa,ToIqro,andahandfulofotherareas.
Forhisworkinynzen,MORIGUCHIKunihikowasdeclaredaholderofanlmportantlntangibleCulturalProperbrin2oo7.
MORIGUCHIwasborninKyotoandstudiedattheKyotoCib/UniversityofAIts.Upongraduation,withascholarshipfrom
theFrenchgovernment,hetraveledtoParistostudyarchitectureandgraphicdesign.Aftercompletinghisstudiesthere,he
retumedtoJapan.MORIGUCHIKunihikostartedtogetseriousaboutynzenthefOllowingyear,learningthecraftunderhis
father,MORIGUCHIKak6.WhileKunihikowastrainedinthetraditionalmethods､heusedthemtodevelopauniquestyle-

oneinwhichelementssuchasHowers,snow,andnowingwaterarecomposedofandexpressedingeometricpatterns.His
innovativeandmodernsenseofformopenedupnewpossibilitiesinynzen,andhisworkhasearnedplauditsbothnationally
andinternationallv.

MORIGUCHIKunihiko

1941MORIGUCHIKunihikoisborninKyoto.
1963UpongraduationfromKyotoCityUniversityofArts,hegoestostudyin

FrancewithascholarshipfromtheFrenchgovernment.
1966MORIGUCHIgraduatesfTomEcoleNationaleSup6rieuredesArtsD6coratifS

(Paris).
1969MORIGUCHIwinsthe"Commissionel･fbrCulturalAffairsAward"illthe6th

JapanTraditionalTextileArtsExhibition.
HewinstheNHKChairman'sAwardinthel6thJapanTraditionalArtCrafts
Exhibition、

1973MORIGUCHIwinstheAsahiShimbunAwardinthe2othJapanTraditional
ArtCraftsExhibition.

1986Hisworkisthesubjectofaone-manshowatGalerieJeanne-BucherinParis.
1992MORIGUCHIwinstheMinisterofEducationAwardfbrFineArts.

2001HeisawardedtheMedalofHollol､withPurpleRibbon.

2007MORIGUCHIKunihikoisrecognizedaholderofanlmportantlntangible
CulturalProperW.
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*Prologue
Japan'skimonoculturebegantodevelopalongitsownuniquelineswith
thecreationofthekosodeintheHeianperiod.Thedyeingtechniquesof
ynzenwerelaterperfectedduringthemiddleEdoperiodinnroto.With
thesetechniques,fabricscanbedyedinvirtuallyanydesignimaginable.
Theynzenstylewasahitwiththepublic,andsoonbecamethelookof
thedav.
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YUzenartistMORIGUCHIKunihikoiscarryingonthesetraditional

dyeingtechniques.Forhisworkinynzen,MORIGUCHIwasrecognized

asaholderofanlmportantlntangibleCulturalPropertyin2oo7.Heis

fbrgingnewgroundinynzenwithhisgeometricdesigns,whicharethe

productofaboldimaginationandmasteIyoftraditionaltechniques.
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"Designing,sketching,outlining,backpenciling
MORIGUCHIstudieshismassivecollectionofsketchestoworkouthis

newdesign.Heconsidersthesketchingstagethemostimportant,asthe
sketcheswilldeterminethedesignthrougheachstepofthedyeing
process.MORIGUCHIdrawstheoutlinesofthedesignonthefabric
usingasyntheticbluedyeandcalligraphypen.Thesebluelineswilllater
bewashedaway,leavingnotrace・Someoftheselines､hedoesnotwant
tolose.Thesewillbetracedonthereversesideofthefabricwithapencil.
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%ltomenori-oki (outliningwithreliefpaste)
Usingatoolsimilartoapastrybag,MORIGUCHIapplieSthinribbons
ofgumpasteovertheoutlinesofthedesign.Thisstepisdonetoensure
thattheoutlinesofthepatternaresharp; ifitisnotdoneproperly,the
outlineswillbefUzzyandthefabricwillbeuseless.Itisanessentialstep
intheynzenprocess.
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*Removingthebluedye
Oncethestepofito7呪eれO"-Ofiiscomplete,MORIGUCHIspraysthe

fabricwithwatertobegintheprocessofremovingthebluedye.
Workingfromthebackofthefabric,heusesabrushtohelperasethe
bluelines.
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*Applyingvolatileoil
Oncethebluelineshavebeenremoved,MORIGUCHIusesatowelto
soakupdyeandwater,andthefabricisallowedtod'y・Hethenbrushes

onavolatileoil,whichhelpsthereliefpastepenetratedeeperintothe
fabric.
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*GOjiruji-ire
I

MORIGUCHIprepares"Qﾉ〃呪,aliquidmadefromsoakedsoybeans,

andmixesin/bmoriseaweed.HewillbrushthegqjiγMontothefabric.
Inthenextstep,called"0-S"3/ii,dyeswillbepaintedonbyhand.
goj〃Mhelpsensurethatthesedyesgoonevenlyandpenetratewell

intothefabric.Thecolorswillbedeeperasaresult.
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*Iro-sashi (dye-painting)
F‘

MORIGUCHIfillsinthetriangles,paintingwithinthelinesof
itOm2"0"paste.Hewantstomakesurethatthecolorspenetrate
throughtotheback.Hewillthengooverthesurfacewithaspecial
brush,checkingthatthedyesareevenlyappliedandthatthereisno
pooling.
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Aftercompletingthestepof"0-S"/iicomestheprocessof押瓦z呪γれOtO.

MORIGUCHIusesanalum-watersolutiontofixthedyes,thenwashes
thefabricinwater.Excessdyesandimpuritiesarewashedawayin
preparationfbrthenextstep,calledji4seino".
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%Fusenori

Inthisstep,thehand-paintedareasarecoveredwithdyeresistsothey

willnotbedyedoverbytheground-coIor・Resistisalsoappliedtoareas

meanttoremainwhite.Finesawdustcalled/iifikoisthensprinkled
ontotheresist,helpingtoreinfbrcethesurfaceandholdinmoisture.；
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%Makingandapplyingembuta
ト

Inthenextstep,anothertypeofresistcalledma虎加O"willbeapplied,

butnottoallareas.PapermaskingstencilscalledeWl6Mt"willbeused
tocovertheareasthatarenotmeanttobedecoratedwithmα虎加07i.

MORIGUCHIcarefullyshapestheeWl6Mt", linesthemupwiththe
pattern,andsticksthemdown.Bydoingthis,heensuresthattheparts
ofthepatterndecoratedwithma虎加O"willhaveclearly-definededges.

里

I
－－

%Makinori
MORIGUCHIKak6,Kunihiko'sfather,tookinspirationfromma虎i-e

(lacquerwaresprinkledwithgoldorsilverdust)todevelopthema虎加OγI

techniqueshewoulduseinhisynzenwork.Kunihikotookthose
techniquesandbuiltonthemtodevelopthetechniqueshenowusesto
createhissignaturestyleofynzen.
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AfterMORIGUCHIappliestheP"α虎加O7iandgoesbacktoadjustthe

coveringdensity,hewillgooverthefabriconceadaywithawetbrush
inaprocessaimedatensuringthemafm07jisfixedfirmlytothe
fabric.Thisprocess,called"WniZl&ji-"e",goesonfbrseveraldays.
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器｣i-zome(usingsandogurodyes)＝

Thegroundcolorwillbeblack.ThedyeusedisactuallyaSetofthree
dyes,called3aれぱb"M70.Together,theygiveadeepcolor.These
vegetabledyes,whicharemadeinFrance,produceajet-blackthat
MORIGUCHIlikestouseinhiswork.
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%Mizumoto&finishing
Aftertheboltoffabricisdyedinthegroundcolor, itisbroughttoa
craftsmanwhospecializesinWniZ呪押10tOandfinishing.Thefabricis

immersedinwater.ThissoftensthejMse"ol/iandmaf"07iresists,
andwashesawavdiltandexcessdve.
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*Sewing

Thetaskofsewingisalsolefttoaseasonedexpert・Workingwiththe

sortsofgeometricdesignsfavoredbyMORIGUCHIpresentsspecial
challengesfbrthetailor,becausetheseamsinthepatternshavetoline
upjustright.
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ThecompletedynzenhOmongikimono,entitled
"IsOkasane-urokokamon''器

MORIGUCHIaskedfriendHORIKIEriko,a'W"3/iipaperartist,to
modelhisnewlycompletedkimono. Itfeaturesanall-overspecklingof
mafmOγi､andthepredominantcolorsareblack,maizeyellowand

white.Andwiththat,anewMORIGUCHIKunihikocreationcomesinto
theworld,asheonceagainbreathesnewlifeintotheynzentradition.L
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InCooperationIMith
TheNationalMuseumofModernArt,KVoto KYOTONATIONALMUSEUMKYOTOBOTANICALGARDENS

Art,TolqJoSAKAICITYMUSEUMSEIKADOBUNNKOARTMUSEUMChibaCitvMuseumofArt TheNationalmuseumof

HORIKIEriko lchidaBeautySalon FUKUZAWAYoshikazuKOMORITomioYnzenShikai
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