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r亀SASAKISonoko,theholderof

anlmportantlntangibleCulmral
Property｝乃"加zigiWeaving.

Usingelegantcolorsandhighly
originaldesigns,SASAKIconveys
herinneremotionsinworksof

stunningbeaut)LStepbystep,wesee
thedelicatebeautyofherpictorial
ikatcomeintobeing.
ThisvideodocumentsSASAKI's

creativeprocess,weavingtogether
descriptionsofthetechniques
involvedandherphilosophy
towardsherart.
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ヨ Prologue

OnCeSASAKI sits in廿ontofherloom, she fbcusesher
entirebeingonweaving, remindingusofYZJz"γ", thestory
ofacranewhobecomesawomanbyday,butspendsallnight
pluckingherfbatherstoweaveclothfbrherhusband.露
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Historyofな""z4giweaving
盃"碗z4giisatraditionalfabricwovenwiththreadsof"α‘zu”α
(cardedsilk)made fromspoilt cocoons (yqgo,r〃'fZ)ﾉ") or
doublecocoons(""'α加妙")spunbytwoormoresilkworms.
Threadsfromsuchimperfbctcocoonscontainslubsorsoft
nubs・Handwoven, thesegiveasimple, rusticfabricwitha
distinctivesheen.Originallymadefbrhouseholduse,灯""zMg2
hasevolvedintoahighlysophisticatedfabric.
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SASAKISonoko'sstudio

SASAKIs'studiois inaquietresidentialdistrictjustastcp
awavfifomoneofTbkvo'sbusieststreets.

Herintroductiontoweaving
SASAKI'smother,Aiko、wasatextilescholarwhovisited

productionareasthroughoutJapan.Afterobservinghermother
closeathand, itwasnaturalthatSonokochosetobecomea
weavingartist.
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Discoveringpictorialikat
AttraCtedtothenon-linearbeautyofe-g郷"γi(pictorialikat),
SASAKIdecidedtomasterthetechniquethroughregular
visitstoYi,mihama,anareainTbttoriPrefbcturefhmousfbr
theproductionofcottone-g""γ/.ThistookhersevenyearsrF

Representativework:乃""z4gi
kimonowithpictorialikat,Autumn

7

Gradually,shemovedontoworksthatconveyinneremotions
ratherthanjustoutwardbeauty.
'Ihe exquisiteharmonyofgradation inthis resist-dyed
yo蝿""γi (weftikat)withpurplepinstripesexpresses the
delicatebeautvofearlvautumn.
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Creatingthedesign
.

Firstshecreatesasketchongraphpaper.Thewhitesection
will fbrmthebackgroundofthedesign. Shethenmakes
severalcopiesofthesketch,andassemblesthemintheShaPe

q b

ofakimono.

幸謡

Creatingthepattern
Shethenbeginstheprocessofpreparingthestencils. She

､

placesapatternthesamewidthasstandardkimonocloth
ontothematerialthatwillfbrmthestencil,andusesaknifb
tocutitout.

Preparingtheguidethread
Cottonthreadispassedbackandfbrthbetweentheteethof
thecomb-likereedsoneachendofthe""βがofifame.The

stencil is thentapedontotheresultingthreadplane. 'Ihe
motifisthentransferredontothethreadusingJ""zjinkand
astencilbrush. 'Ihisthreadactsasaguidefbrcreatingthe
e-gz,j""pattern,andiscalledther""e-"o(guidethread).
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Whatsheistryingtoexpress
SASAKIishopingtoconveytheenergyandsenseofeternity
symbolizedbybirdsthatHylongdistancesdespitebeingso
small.

浄画｜｜‐ Aligningtheguidethreadand
weftthread

Afterwindingtheguidethreadaroundthepegsoftheweft
fifame, shethenwindsabundleof"7"α-"o(doublecocoon)
silkthreadsaroundthepegs,fbllowingthepathoftheguide
threadwithoutstopping.

Binding
Oncethewindinghasbeencompleted, thesilkandguide
threadaretakeno任theweftftameandwrappedontoa
weftikatwinder.ThesilkisthenboundwithnVlonthread

ゴ

fbllowingtheJ""markingsontheguidethreadinaprocess
calledた"た"〃(binding).
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、Dyeingwithnaturalvegetabledyes
(1)Dyeingthethreadyellowusing
gardeniapods
Inordertohighlight thewhite inthedesign, SASAKI
decidedtodyethebackgroundadeepgreen.
Usingwater丘omthewell,sheboilsgardeniapodsovernight
tomakeayellowdyefbrtheinitialdyeing.
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Dyeingwithnaturalvegetabledyes

(2)Layereddyeingwithindigodyes
SASAKIthensoakstheyellowthreadsinanindigosolutionノ
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RemoVingthebindings
Theboundsections rcsisttheyellowandindigodyesand
remainwhite.Eachofthefinishedthreadsiswoundontoa

A"""fi･ametopreparefbrweaving.
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Weavingisveryintenseworkthatrequirestotalconcentration
'Ihere'snoroomfbrmistakes. SASAKIclearshcrmindof

irrelevantthoughtsasshemanipulatestheheddles.
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n'efinalProduct:乃"〃噸ikimono
withpictorialikat,(HintMoonlight'
ThiskimonoconveysSASAKI'spassionfbrbirds.Thesubtle
gradationofcolorsintheikatprovidesaperfbctbackdropfbr
thebirdsastheyHyuptowardsthestarsinthesoftlightof
thecrescentmoon.

SASAKISonokowasborn

SASAKISonokoMM;;":"
shestudiedhand-1oomweavingfbrthreeyears inShizuoka
Prefecture, afterwhichshestudiedwarpikat,weftikatand
pictorial ikat inYumihama,TbttoriPrefbctureandHirose,
ShimancPrefbcture.

Inl969,sheopenedherhomestudio,wheresheusesnatural,
plant-baseddyestoproducedelicatecolors,combiningabstract
andconcretcmotifStocreateelegantdesigns･In2005,shewas

recognizedastheholderofanlmportantlntangibleCultural
Property,乃"流zfgiWeaving.

Back9roundmusic'7bnraﾉｰCﾊﾉkyo

ComposerHIROSERyohei

■■■




