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KenjoHakataOriisthetechniqueofproducingasilktextilefOrobi,etc.,whichistraditionalaroundthecityof

Fukuoka.IntheEdoperiod,theKurodaclanreservedthistexlilefOrannualpresentationasatlibute,orkenjo,to

theshogunate.HencethenameKenjoHakata・ThetraditionalpatternofKenjoHakataOri,calledkenjGgara,

consistsofdokkoandhanazara, inspiredbyBuddhistaltarfttin9s,andstripe. Itstechniqueisdistinguishedby
densewarpthreads,stoutweftthreads,andastronglybattenedweavethatfOrmsridges・OG"Kisaburo,the

holderofthelmportantlntangibleCulmralProperty''KenjyoHakataOri'' learnedthecraftfromchildhoodunder
hisfathel;Zenzaburo(recognizedinl971asholderofthelmportantlntangibleCulmralProperty!IKenjoHakata
Ori''),andacquiredexpertiseinmakingtraditionalKenjoHakataOribyexperience.HisenmesintheExhibition
ofJapanTraditionalArtCraftsExhibitionandtheJapanTraditional'1℃xtileArtsExhibitionhavebeenacclaimed

fOrtheirdistinctivetechniqueanddesign.
'IYlishlmfai廿血llydocumentstheentireprocessbywhichOgawaproducesaGokenjoHakataOIiObi.
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OGAWAKisaburo

1936 BorninFukuoka,FukuokaPrefecture

1986 23mJapanlTaditionalTextileArtsExhibition
WinstheNihonKo9eikaiPrizeforKawariKantoObi

1987 BecomesfullmemberoftheNihonKo9eikai
(TheJapanArtCraftsAssociationl

1994 31"JaPanTTaditionalTextileArtsExhibition
WinstheNihonKeizaiShimbunlnc.AwardforShimakenioUkioriObi

2003 ReceivesMedalwithYellowRibbon

2003 Holderofthelmportaml爪angibleCuhuralProPertV!'KenioHakataOri、

2008 ReceivestheOrderoftheRisin9Sun,GoldRayswithRosette
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Planning

InKenjoHakataOri,thepatternisexpressedwiththewarp
threadsalone.Ogawausesmorethan6,000warpthreadsin
asinglework.Afterdecidingthecolorsandarrangementof
thepattern,hecalculatestherequirednumberandplacement
ofwarpthreads.Fbrthepresentwork,he ismakingthe
backgroundwhite,thedokkodarkred,andthehanazaraand
thestripedarkblue.
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Ogawaexaminesthedyedthreadtobesureitisnotbroken
orsoiled.HavinglearneddyingunderalQ70yuzenartisan
whenhewasyoung,hehasanexactingeyefOrdyes.
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WindingOff 日

Skeinsof threadareplacedonthewheelsofareeling
machine,whicharecalledswifts,andarewoundontoreelsat
aconstanttenSion. j：
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Warping
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Thisistheprocessofarrangingthenecessarynumberand
lengthofwarpthreads.Ogawadoestheworkbyhand,inthe
old-fashionedway.Separatingthethreads inpairswitha
finger,hemakespathsfOrtheweftthreadtopassthrough
duringweaving.
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Rolling

Afterthewarpedthreadsarewoundontotheframeofthe
warp-beam, theirendsaredrawnoutandpassedthrough
thepre-sleyingreed,therebydeterminingthewidthofthe
obi.Ogawarollsthethreadsontothecloth-rollatconstant
tension.Cardboardtreatedwithpersimmontanninis
insertedbetweenthethreadstokeepthemfromgetting
tangledwitheachother.
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Separationofwarpthreads

Thetrailingendsofthewarpthreadsrolledontothecloth-roll
arecountedtomatchtheplannedpatternandarebundledat
thecompletionofeacharray8
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Bobbin-windingofweftthreads "
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'IbmakethedistinctivelvstoutweftthreadsofHakataOri,
threadsdrawnoifthereelsareplacedonswiftsandwound
ontobobbins.Here,Ogawahascombinedmorethantwenty
threads.
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Fbrmingpatternheddles
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Ogawamakestheheddleswhichraiseandlowerthewarp
threadsintheprocessofweaving.The''raisedthreads'! fOr
thedokkoandhanazaraareraisedandloweredbypattern
heddles.Ogawalinksringsofnylonthreadinpairsandhangs
metalweightsfromthem.Here,hehasmadeabout280such
patternheddles.
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Jacquardboards,whichwillmanipulatethepatternheddles.
Usingaspecial tool,Ogawapunchesholes incardboard
accordingtotheplanneddesign.Whentwentyofthese
boardsarestrungtogetherinaringandsetinaJacquard
loom, eachpressofthetreadlemovesoneboardandthe
appropriatepatternheddle.
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Abackgroundheddlemanipulatesthewarpthreadwhich
hrmsthebackgroundandstripe・Ogawamakesaheddle

withatoolthathasbeenusedsincehisgrandfatheristime.
Afterwrappingthreadaroundthetool,hebondsthethread
to stickswithglue・When it has dried, a completed
backgroundheddle isremovedfromthe too1．1℃urSuch

heddlesareprepared.
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Settingtheloom:threadingthepatternheddles
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Fromthecloth-rollontheloom, thewarpthreadsbrthe

dokkoandhanazaraaredrawnoffandpassedthroughthe

eyesofpatternheddleshungonashaft.Thisworktakesthe
couplehalfaday.
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Settingtheloom: threadingthebackgroundheddles
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Morethan5,800warpthreadsfOrthebackgroundandstripe
arepassedthroughthebackgroundheddles.Thislaborious
tasktakestwodaysevenfOrthecoupleworkingtogethem
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Settingtheloom:sleying
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Allofthewarpthreadsarepassedthroughreeds.Eight

threadseachfOrthebackgroundandbrthecolorfuldokko

andhanazaraarepassedthroughasingleeye,andtwelvefOr

thestripestogivethemathree-dimensional look.

Adjustingthreadtension 一
一
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sensitive
areused

Nowtheweavingbegins・Assilkthread is
changesinhumidityandtemperature,weights
counteractdailychangesintension.
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ITbst-weaving

Ibrawhile,Ogawachecks threadtensionand loom

operationwhilenotinghowthepatternandsignature
look.Sincetheobiisturnedface-downtoavoidsoilingit,
heobservestheseinamirror.
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InKenjoHakataOri,thetraditionaltechniqueis"Batten
three,andbattenback.'!EachtimeOgawaweavesina
layerofweft,hebattensthereedthreetimes;andonce

more,withallhismight.'Ibmakethe!'drum'!knotand
thefrontoftheobi.stiH,andtheparttobetiedsoftel;

Ogawaapplieshisstrengthwithsubtlevariations.
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Bagweavinggw

Theedgesoftheobiaredoneinbagweave・This

displaysthedensityofthewarpthreadaswellasthe
artisanispainstakingwork.
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IIMistycloud'!motif

Twolinesinsertedhorizontallyarecalled!Imistycloud.Ⅲ

Theyprovethatthereisnocontortionintheobi・It
takesanexperiencedcraftsmantoexecutethis
technique.
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Completion

ThecompletedGokenjoHakataOri
Obi.Thedarkreddokkoanddarkblue

hanazara are strikingly beautiful
againstthewhitebackground.
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Narration:DavidMAYO
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