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OntaPottery
InMay, 1995, theOntaPotteryPreservationSocietywasrecognizedastheholderofanlntangible
CulturalAssetbytheJapanesegovernment.Thishonorisrarelygiventoagroup.
OntaisasmallvillagedeepinthemountainsofHitainOitaPrefEcture.Howhaveitspotters
managedtopreservethismagnificenttradition？

ThisvideoseekstothrowlightonthemysteryasitfbllowstheproductionprocessofOntapottery.
ItdocumentshowthesepottershavepreservedandimprovedthetechniquesoftheKoreanmid-
JoseondynastytocreatearusticbeautythatintriguedYANAGIMuneyoshiandBernardLEACH.
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Prologue
DeepinthemountainsofHitainOitaPreftcturf, thissmallvillage
hasproducedpotteryfbrover300years.
ThelOpottcriespreserveandmaintainthctraditionalmethodand
styleofOntapottery,whichisproducedwithoutrnachinery.
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WhatisOntaPottery？
ImmigrantKoreanpottersHecmgthelmjinWarinthelatel600s
broughtnewtechniquestothevillagesofTakatori,Koishiwara,
andfi''allySarayama,whichbeganthetraditionofOntapottery.
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Traditionalpieces
Untiltheearlyl930s,hardlyanyoneoutsidethevillagEhadheard
ofitsceramiciblkart,producedbypotterswhowerealsofirmers.
MostOntapotteryisutilitarianjugs,bowlsa'1djars

YANAGIMuneyoshi(1889-1961)
OntapotteryfirstbecamewidelyknownafierYANAGIMuneyoshi
praisedthebeautyofthis'､uStiClblkart.
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BernardHowellLEACH(1887-1979)
ThefamousBritishpotterBernardLEACHwasanotherfmof
Ontapottery.
LEACHhadalWaysbeenfaSCinatedbytheHi""k況加0"chatter

marksonSungDynastyChineseccramics.Hearingthatasimilar
techniqueexistedinOnta,hevisitcdthevillage.

Producingtheclayl(claygathering)
ClaygatheringhasalwaysbccnaC()llaborativeefYbrtinvolving
1hcemirevillage.Thepottersarecarefi'ltodigupllomorethan
nccessary,andtouseupallthcclaytheypound.

Preparingtheclay 2

(Poundingtheclaywithmortars)
Thecla), issIorfdinshedstoallowittodrybffi)I,ebeingpoLmded
intoafinepowde'､bythewater-drivenmortars,aProcEssthattakes
lOtol4davs.



ProducingtheClay(s"")
I,hepowderedclayisthentakcnt()thepotter'syard{bralUrther

reflningpro(aesscalledSuihi.｢1､hisProcessisrepeat(sdmanytimes
andthentheclayissundricd.Preparingtheclayhasalwaysbeen
donebylhevillagewomen.

Refiningtheglazes
Thcglazesaremadefi､omlocalmaterialsSLIchaswhiteclay,

ruststone,strawash,charcoal,copperandironpowder,using
recipeshandeddownthroughmanygenerations.

Forrning
Throwingthepotteryisama'''sjob,doneonKorean-stylekick
wheels.Traditionally,eachfamilyhastwowheels.Smallitemsare
thrownusi''gthe"iAに"kz"･iandT7W""kz"imethods; largepieces
withtheSok""(hammeringout),M"""(coilconstruction)and
ﾉib""gi(hil)joining)techniques.
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Forrningtools
AwiderangeoftoolsisLIsedfbrshapinga''dfInishing・Eachtoolis

handmade.Thevariousshapesandthfwayinwhichthey'reused
reHectthelollgOntatradition.
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Decorativetechniques
DeCol､ativetechniquesincludcH(zAEwIf,刀ﾙ増α""α,恥”加2，踊伽kaki
orfinge,･painting,&"んαkfPand､Ahg"".Thesesimpletechniques

producea(harminglyrusti(TEMct.
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Tobi-ganna
7b"Jgα""aisachatteredpatternonawhiteclaysurface.Bernard
LEACHwasdelightedtodiscoverlhisChineseSongdynasty
techniquepreservedhereinOnta.
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Glazes

Theglaz(gscomein(､oIorssu(ahasclear,amber,green、mossgreen
bla(3kandsplotchedbrown.AladleisusEdt()pourglazesonlothe
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CoInxnunitykiln
Someof､theOntapottershavetheirownprivatekilns,buttheold

communitykilninthecente'･ofthevillageisstillwidelyused.

The8-chamberedclimbingkilnissharedbyfivepotteries.
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Firing
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Firingisdonethetraditionalway.Afierpreliminaryandinitial
firingsinthefiremouth,eachchamberisfiredtodryitsomoistur(
won'tfallonthepieces.Themainfiringtakes50or55hours,until
thefinal8thchamberiscompleted.
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Openingthekiln
Afterthefiringisiinished, thekilnisallowcdtocool''aturallyfb,
threedaysbefbreitisopened.
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FinishedworksFinisheworks
Eachpieceissturdyandsolid,withanaturalwarmthandgrace
typicalorceramicfblkart.Pic(℃sarcinscribed@Onta'rathcrtha']
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wlththcpottersname.

SuccessorS
Thetraditionofallowingo'11yonfso'' toinheritthekilnisstill
observcd.
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Water-drivennnortars
Thevillageevenhasitsowncarpentertobuildthetraditional
water-powercdmortars.OntaistheonlyvillageinKyushuwher(
thesemOrtarsarestill inuse.

(TheJapanFolkC｢aFtsMuseuminTokyo）
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