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SpecialPrize,MinistryofEducation,Culture,

Sports,ScienceandTbchnology

AwardedGrandPrizeattheNationalArts

Festival

AwardedMiniSterofEducationGrandPriZe

attheEducatiOnFilmFestival

AwardedGoldPrizeattheGoldenMercurv
l

InternationalFilmFeStival,Italy

，

randPrizeat tionalAAr
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ofWinnerOftheMainichiFilmCompetition
EducationandCulturalFilmcategory

GrandPrize,TbkyoMetropolitan
GovernmentEducationFilmFestival
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This video documents Im-"αl7es"加α, a

porcelainmakingtechniquedesignatedasan
Important lntangibleCulturalPropertyby
theIapanesegovernment・Theextraordinarily

elegantcoloringanddesignofIro-"a6esITi師a

wereperfectedduringtheGenrokuandKyoho
eras,whenmostoftheproductionprocesses
werestandardizedusingahighlydeveloped
diviSiOnoflabor. Im-〃αbes/zimαreachedits

peakintheEdoperiod.
Thevideoconveystheimportanceofpreserving
suchexquisite traditional techniques,with the
underlyingmessage-<Handcra仕techniques,once

lost,canneverberecovered.'
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Prologue
Thevideobeginsbyintroducingamasterworkfromtheheyday1 1 ,

ofIro-"αI7es/I""αproduction,theGenrokuandKyohoeras(1688J

1736)､fbllowedbvavisittotheruinsoftheNabeshimakilnin
J

Kvushuwhereitwasmade.
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nlestudiooflMAIZUMIImaemon
inAkae-machi,Arita
ThetechniqueshavebeenhandeddownthroughthelMAIZUMI
Imaemonfamilv.
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Preparingtheclay
Potteryismadeofclay,butporcelainismadeofstone.
〃℃-"a6es航加ausesamixtureofcrushedhardporcelainstonefrom
IzumivamaandAmakusa.弓
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Formationofalargeplate
LargebowlsorplatesaretypicalofIro-""6es/zi"皿pieces.Apotter's

wheelandalongshapingtoolknownasa@cow'stonguespatula'
isusedtofbrmthedesiredshape,whichistheniinishedwitha
broaderos/mi6er"spatula.

EormatiQnofangularandirregular
shapeddishes
K"m-"chipress-moldtechniquefbrangulardishesand"o-g"j
threadcuttingtechniquefbrirregularshapeddishes.

Shaving
Aherfbrming,thepieceisshavedonceitisabout70%dr)

摩 、

Smoothingwithwater卓＝Fー

ノ

ニボ
裟
皆一 Oncetheshavingiscompleted,thesurfaceissmoothedwitha

dampcottoncloth.
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N"kadac〃

A〃αk""chi-g即加isplacedonthelargebisqueddishtoruboffthe

patternusingacamellialeaf.
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Underglazing:Outlining
Asboliteisusedtooutlinethedesign.Thisistraditionallyaman's
iob.
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‘學k鯵掻,蕊薪”

Underglazing:D""icoloring
Athickd"miorcoloringbrushisusedtoiillinthecontours.Thisis
awoman'siob.
Eachprocessiscarriedoutmeticulouslvbvhand､1t'sasifthetools

▲ ’‘

havebecomeanextensionoftheartisan'shands.
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Preparingtheglaze
ThebeautifulbackgroundcolorofIm-""IJEsﾉzmmisproducedwith

aglazemadefromtheashesofatreecalledis",whichgrowsin
profUsionontheOsumiPeninsulainKagoshimaPrefecture.The
is"ashglazeismixedwithaglazemadefmmfeldsparandother
ingredients
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Packingthekiln』1

Packingthekilnfbrthemainfiringisofutmostimportance,and

themasterpotterinstructshisapprenticeswheretoplaceeach
ltenl．

叢
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Mainfiring
Themainfiringisthemostnerve-wrackingstepintheproduction
process.n'epiecesareflredfbrnearly40hours.nletemperature
insidethekilnisover1,300degreesCelsius.
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脾 亨

‘緑

Openingthekiln
tocool

ofthe
Forthreedaysaiterthe6ringisstopped, thekilnisallowed
naturallybefbrethepiecesareremoved.Thedazzlingcolors
underglazedesignarerevealed.

ｒ
幻
毎
写

産
ユレ

４
野 懲議､

鯵

亨

琴"ビ



Preparingtheoverglazepigment
Thepigmentusedfbrtheoverglazingispreparedusingthe

techniquecalledmrew"kethathasbeenhandeddownonlythrough
thelMAIZUMIfamily.Intheolddays,thetechniquesof"kfze

overglazepaintingwerepassedincarefUllyguardedsecrecyfrom

onegenerationtothenext.Eventoday,thetechniqueishanded
downbvafathertoonlvoneofhissons.

妻 ･

鷺 Kneadingthepigment
嘗識

nlelongerthepigmentiskneaded,thebetter・Thisessential

processisrepeatedthroughoutthedaybytheoverglazepainters
themselves.
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Ak"eoverglazepainting
Aswiththeunderglazing,theoverglazepaintingbeginswiththe

mendrawingthepatternoutlines,usingalightandgracefultouch
n'eseoutlinesarethencoloredinbvthewomen.Inadditionto

‘

exquisitelyrefinedcraftsmanship,thisprocessdemandsperfect
teamwork.
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Kegnki
Drawingovertheareasshadedinred

Overglazefiringandfinishedpieces
Anoverglazeiiringfbr7-8hoursatabout800oCcompletesthe

pleces.
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